
Birth Rates

The American Indian and
Alaska Native birth rate for
1989-1991 of 28.1 births
per 1,000 population was
68 percent greater than the
U.S. All Races birth rate for
1990 of 16.7, and 81
percent greater than the rate
for the U.S. White
population (15.5).
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Births of Low Weight
(Under 2,500 Grams) as
a Percent of Total Live
Births by Age of Mother

There were 5.8 percent of
reported American Indian
and Alaska Native live
births in 1989–1991 of low
birth weight, compared with
7.0 percent for the U.S. All
Races population and 5.7
for the U.S. White
population in 1990. 

Births of Low Birth Weight (Under 2,500 Grams) by Age of Mother

American Indians and Alaska Natives, IHS Service Area, 1989–1991, and U.S. All Races and White
Populations, 1990
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Birth Order by Age of
Mother, Percent Within
Birth Order, American
Indians and Alaska
Natives

For the Indian population,
45 percent of mothers were
under age 20 when they had
their first child while 20
percent were at least age 25.

Birth Order by Age of
Mother, Percent Within
Birth Order, U.S. All
Races

For the U.S. All Races
population, 24 percent of
mothers were under age 20
when they had their first
child while 46 percent were
at least age 25.
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Birth Order by Age of
Mother, Percent Within
Birth Order, U.S. White

For the U.S. White
population, 21 percent of
mothers were under age 20
when they had their first
child while 49 percent were
at least age 25.
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Number and Percent Distribution of Live Births

By Age of Mother Within Birth Order
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Maternal Death Rates

The maternal death rate for
American Indians and
Alaska Natives dropped
from 27.7 maternal deaths
per 100,000 live births in
1972–1974 to 9.8 in
1989–1991, a decrease of
65 percent. During
1989–1991, there were 10
Indian maternal deaths.

Maternal Deaths and Death Rates

American Indians and Alaska Natives, IHS Service Area, and U.S. All Races and White Populations,
1958–1991
Rate per 100,000 Live Births
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Infant Mortality Rates

The infant mortality rate for
American Indians and
Alaska Natives dropped
from 22.2 infant deaths per
1,000 live births in
1972–1974 to 10.2 in
1989–1991, a decrease of
54 percent. The U.S. All
Races and White
populations’ rates for 1990
were 9.2 and 7.7,
respectively.

Infant Mortality Rates

American Indians and
Alaska Natives, IHS Service
Area, and U.S. All Races
and White Populations,
1955–1990
Rate per 1,000 Live Births
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Infant Mortality Rates 
by Age

The neonatal mortality rate
for American Indians and
Alaska Natives in
1989-1991 was 19 percent
lower than the U.S. All
Races rate and 4 percent
lower than the U.S. White
rate for 1990. On the
contrary, the postneonatal
rate for Indians was 1.6 and
2.0 times the U.S. All Races
and White populations’
rates, respectively.
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Infant Mortality Rates by Age

American Indians and Alaska Natives, IHS Service Area, 1972–1974 to 1989–1991, and U.S. All Races
and White Populations, 1973–1990
Rate per 1,000 Live Births
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Leading Causes of Infant
Deaths (Birth to Under 1
Year)

The two leading causes of
infant deaths for American
Indians and Alaska Natives
(1989–1991) were sudden
infant death syndrome
(SIDS) and congenital
anomalies. For the U.S. All
Races and White
populations (1990), the
order was reversed.

Leading Causes of
Neonatal Deaths (Under
28 Days)

The two leading causes of
neonatal deaths for
American Indians and
Alaska Natives (1989-1991)
and the U.S. All Races and
White populations (1990)
were congenital anomalies
and disorders related to
short gestation and low
birth weight.
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Leading Causes of
Postneonatal Deaths (28
Days to Under 1 Year)

The two leading causes of
postneonatal deaths for
American Indians and
Alaska Natives (1989–1991)
and the U.S. All Races and
White populations (1990)
were sudden infant death
syndrome (SIDS) and
congenital anomalies.
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Leading Causes of Infant Deaths by Age

American Indians and Alaska Natives, IHS Service Area, 1989–1991, and U.S. All Races and White
Populations, 1990
Rate per 1,000 Live Births
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